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TO 
JoHn CARTWRIGHT, Esq. 


LETTER IX. 


On the Conduct ef Sir Francis Bur- 
| dett, and thet of Mr. Hunt. 


North Hampstead, Long Island, 
25th Sept. 1818. 
/My pear Sir, 


I coneluded my last Letter rather, 
abruptly. The ridiculousuess of thie 


p Barouet's shuffling'dut of specific po- 


litical declarations by resofling to 
scraps of plays lek me astray from 
oat serious train of statement and of 
exposure, which would have become 
me, when addressing myself to yoo, 
tod especially when the subject was of 
nature so important. 
_ Of the Baronet’s condact towards’ 
Wir. Hung, during the: election, I 
pucan to speak most fully before J 
ave done, and also of his conduct 
owards myself, whic has been equally 
oul, But, fitst, as being the matter 
f Ost importance, let me call your 
tention to those outward and visible 
‘gos, which have now appeared, of 


rather, by yielding to, that greedy and 
false faction, the Whigs. 
. [- know well, that, as long as the 
paper-meney will go, there will be no 
Reform. That! know perfectly weil. 
But, that paper-money will not last 
long, unless we be a much baser 
people than I. have ever thought we 
were. There is nothing that the Ba- 
ronet can do to hasten Reform, or to 
retard it. But, it is right that the 
people should know what he is, that 
they may, when they have the power, 
deal with him according to his de- 
merits. J defy him to do any mischief 
to our cause ; but, it would be pro- 
voking to see the people betrayed by 
him, and still imposed upon by him. 
You Sir, have shown, in your Letter 
of 11th July, the corrupt state of the 
Rump. Now, observe, it is impossi- 
ble, without a total abandonment of 
all pretensions to truth, to separate 
the Baronet from this Rump. The 
leader of the Rump is -Sturch, the 
canting, place-hunting Sturch. This 
man we find in ap open Landau, with 
Brooks, inimediately behind the chair 
in the Saint’ Pocomo Procession. 
Again we find him’ moving the Buro- 
net’s health, at the Dinner. Yet, this 
very’ man coalesced openly with the 
Whigs; proclaimed his coalition, in 
the Morning Chronicle, before the 
election began; and actually boast- 
ingly coted , or Romilly! Then comes 
the Baronet” himself with his longs 
winded and short-witted Dinner- 
Speech. He did not very well know 
what to say. A paraphrase on Can- 
Ning's speech was pretty trash for an 
occasion, which, of ail others, de- 
manded an open and clear starement 
of what he himself meant tu do, A 





4s intentioa to fulfil my predictions, 
y making a compromise with, or, 


long quotation from Milton, not bea;. 
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ing at all upon the point, was a nice 
inclined plane to slide off upon. 
However, if he said little on matters 
relating to the occasion, that little 
was quite enough for us to gather his 
real intentions from. 

He praised Romilly, though he well 
- knew, that Romilly had voted against 
his last motion for Reform! He was 
glad, he said, to have such a colleague, 
though he knew, that that colleague | 
would both vote and speak against that 
“radical Reform”, which was inscribed 
on his flags of that very day! But, 
he was humbled. He saw that he was 
ia but by halfaneck. And he had 
resolved in his own mind to seek 
future safety under the wing of the 
Whigs; yes, of those very Whigs, and 
of that very Lawyer, whom his mouth- 
piece, Cleary, had been abusing on 


the Hustings ! 
This’ was a pretty good beginning. | “ 


But, the close of this Dinner-Speech 
was such as could Jeave a doubt in 
the mind of no one but an idiot. 


This close was in the following words: 


“ He should now, after detaining them so‘ 
* long, conclude by observing, that a new 
“‘ era was commencing; and he’ begged ‘to 
“ recommend to them ‘liberality of sentiment 
‘in promoting its consequences, and to ex- 


“ hort them to make, allowance for differences of | - 


“ opinion among themselves; to avoid doing 
‘what some over- zealous persons had done, 
‘« who showed more animosity against those 
“ who differed with them on érifles, than zeal 
“ for the general object. ‘The fact which- 
“ they should chiefly keep in view was, that 
“4 majority of the House of Commons was 
“ returned by about 6,000 nominal voters, 
“or rather by about 250 individnals, who 
“ had thus at their disposal the lives, liber- 


“ ties, and properties of their fellow-subjects. | 


** (loud appluuse.) He hoped they would con- 
“ sider what points of principle might be most 
‘* easily carried tite practice, by their meeting 
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‘“¢ the most general concurrence, and not clash. 


4 ing with honest, though unfounded, prejudices, 


“ They had to redress a créel grievance, and 
*‘ to do this they mus! combine with men wh, 
“ took different views of arriving at the sam 
“end, With respect: to the subject of te 
“ due extent of suffrage, he did not see his 
“much valued friend, Major Cartwright, 
“there; but he thought it right to state, 
“¢ that he had always. oijected to his term of 
“ universal suffiage, because it was indefinite, 
“ and because those who used it never meant 
“ to carry it into effect. His Own object, he 
“ might call by way of distinction, ¢ general 
“ suffrage but a suffrage that should ex 
“‘ tablish universal liberty, and secure the 
“ people against universal plunder. These 
* opinions had gone ferth, and if uaderstood 
“¢ with wisdom, and acted on prudently and 
“ effectually, would probably in a short time 
“ bring forth some fruit. Such opinions 
“ had formed the subject of anticipation ia 
‘* the mind of their great and glorious coun- 
“‘tryman, when he expressed himself in 
“these words:—‘ Methinks in my mind's 
“eye I see a great and puissant nation, 


“ rousingitself like a strong man after sleep; 
“« methinks I see her like an eagle, mewing 


“ her mighty youth, purging and unsealing 


“ Ker long abised sight at the fountain itself 
heavenly radiance, whilst the whole 


“ trdop of timorous and flocking birds, end 
‘€ those that love twilight, flutter arofnd 
“amazed at what she means, andin their 
“envious gabble prognosticate a time 
“of sectgand schisms.’ He trusted that 
“no imprudence on their part would pre 
‘vent their success, as a mighty natin, 
*‘in the struggle in which they were et 
“ gaced. The maxim of tyrants was, ‘% 
“ divide and conquer ;’ let that of freemen 
** be, ‘ to unite and to defeat.’” 

How prudent the gentleman is be- 
come all at once! Well! It is one of 
the effects of age, and particularly of 
danger just escaped, to make met 
prudent. It is very clear, that be 
means the Whigs, when he talks of 
those who have “honest, though w* 
founded, prejudices” and of “com 
‘* bining with men who take diffe 
“ent views of arriving at the sam 
“end.” This is vaste as 
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js no matter. 
paper I take it, may have made the 


words nonsense. 


WALTER, from whose 


We know what the }, 


speaker meant. We know that he 


Imeant to speak of the Whigs here. 
‘And now, Sir, let me ask you, whether 


é has not, both in public and private 


discourse, and even in writing, many 


nd many times declared, that, of the 
dwo, the Whigs were more corrupt 
an the Pittites? A thousand and 
Ghousands of times have I heard 
im repeat his public assertions ; that, 
of the two factions, the Whigs were 
the most corrupt; that they were the 
host decided enemies of the people 
nd of Reform. And, as often has he 
declared, publickly as well as privately, 
bat any Reform short of radical Re- 
rm; short of annual parliaments, at 
ast, would not only.do ng good, 
ut, that it would do mischief ; that it 
uld cheat the, people into an aban- 
pument of their rights; and would 
livet their chains for ages. 
-Yethe is now for combining with 
se same Whigs! And he is now 
or getting any little matter that he 
; and this, you will observe, he is 
ing, before the Borough-villains 
Wve given him the smallest reason'to 
ppose, that they will give us up any’ 
ng at all! Time and reflection 
» have taught him to change his 
neiples and views, Experience 
y have convinced him, that he was 
tror as to the views of the Whigs, 
om, instead of a gang of greetly’ 
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Sry prefudices.” And, as lie has 
already discovered his error with re- 
gard to one of the battalions of “ the 
Reginient’” , a little more experience 
may teach him, that the other batta- 
‘lien is not quite so bad as he formerly 
thought them. There isan ebb of the 
mind as well as of the sea; and you 
‘know, my dear Sir, that the highest 
tides are followed by the lowest ebbs, 
He'll go, if the Bank paper give him 
time, guite back, leaving all those who 
lag behind, all those who cling to any 
thing like his fermer opinions, stuck 
fast'in the mud and slime of Moderate 
Reform. 

Let us, for atgument’s sake, sup- 
pose him to be perfectly sincere in 
his conversion to these moderate prin- 
ciples ; and then we-have to ask what 
sort of policy there is in this mode of 


ptoveeding- When men are disputing 


for the possession of any thing; when 
one has got a thing, which consists of 
several parts, of which may be pos- 
sessed in shares, or portions; and 
when the whole is claimed by another: 
in such a case, has it, either amongst 
nations, or bodies of men, or indivi- 
duals, ever been known, or heard of, 
that the party, claiming the whole, has 
lowered his demand while the party. 


| withholding declared that he would 


yield up no part? Has'this ever 
been heard of amongst men? Andis 
not this the surest possible way of 
encouraging the party withholding to 
persevere in | withhelding the ‘whole? 





aves, hie has, at. last, after much 
ful inquiry, found to be persons'| te 
rlaining * Abaeat,’ rr un- 


tt would have been quite pass 


eto us to lower our: s, . 


—e to 
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yield us up a part. Bat, this time 
was far from being come ; and, as you 
must be convinced, it will never come, 
as long as the paper of the Borough- 
Bank shall be current. Therefore, 
this volunteering in the cause of mo- 
derate refotm is pure folly, sup- 
posfag the Baronet to be sincere; 
and, if he be not sincere, he only adds 
one to “ the Regiment,” in which, in- 
deed, I now regard him as being fairly 
enrolled. 

“It is surprising folly and emptiness 
in him to suppose, that he will draw a 
party over tohim! Why should any 
Whig go over to him? He has no 
He 
There is no 


part of the people at his back. 
has no talent with him. 
part of the press for him. There is 
not a single “ two-penny trash” that 
could stand a month, having the bur- 
den of his new and equivocal princi- 
ples to bear, He has no longer your 
mame as a passport to public confi- 
dence. What value is he of, then, 
even in the ranks of any faction ? And 
yet (oh, emptiness !) he seems to think 
that he is to be a commander, round 
whom others will rally! | Of him- 
self heis below a Whig. The poll is 
with kim now, what itis with WAL- 
TER the base, the criterion; and, on 
the poll he stands, with all his bank- 
notes, below a Whig, and just above a 
Piitite; angd that, too, in a place, 
where, had it not been for his recent 
conduct, no one would have even 
thought of opposing him. He is 
really nothing. The Whig par- 
ty would dese by taking him up. 
Many. of their stupid and honest ad- 


Lerrer {X ro Mason CARTWRIGHT. 
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herents would forget, or would not 
perceive, that he had totally changed 
his principles, while not a man of x 
would be ‘ound base enough to follow 
The Pittites would lose by 
takivg him up; and their loss would 


him. 


arise from causes similar to thos 
which made the perfidy of Sir Tho. 
-mas Wentworth contribute teward; 
the fall of Charles the First. He 
has, indeed, a Rump Comwitte 
with him; and he has his porter, 
footmen and grooms; which latter 
give him just as much political weight 
as the Rump gives him. The Rump 
you have demolished ; and, his hav. 
ing of the ump is a sufficient proof 
that he has not you. As if this 
wretched set had not been rendered 
sufficiently contemptible before, there 
was CLEARY, on the Hustings, cry 
ing out against the Whig Lawyer, 
and against the-wo corrupt facttons; 
and,,there was SruRCcH, the Dads, 
speaking and voting for the Why 
Lawyer! And, then, after the elec 
tion is over, the Daddy is chose 
again to ride in the open landau uw 
der the banner of “ Radical Reform, 
close behind Saint Pocomo’s breeches; 
rand, at the dinner, again comes 
the Daddy, te propose the toast of 
“ Westminster's Pride and Englant’ 
“ Hope.” Aotegt | 

All that is inconsistent, stupid, bas 
corrupt end ridiculous, is concenti 
dd in this Rump ; and yet, it is 
Rump, this bare Rump, the Rup 
Proper, without a single appendayt 
or out-skirt, that forms the whole 
the Baronet’s political dominion: ‘ 
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dominion which he maintains by pre- 


i cisely the same means that the Bo- 
yough-villains use for the maintaining 


| groups of petty rascals. 
worth, then, to any party? 
‘ean he be worth? 


js worth nothing. 
‘than the Rump. 
upon a retreat, which he hopes to 
‘cover by this last procession. 


‘of their dominion over their sevetal 
~ What is he 
What 
The truth is, 
that Ae has already found that he 
He has more sense 
‘He has resolved 


He 
will, if possible, be more backward 
than ever as to all questions about 


Reform. He will, now and then, ut- 


: era few big and incoherent and point- 


ess expressions ; but, gradually, he 
will make his exit. 
| Does he hope to get about him a 
ittle group of Waithmans and Filsons ? 
He will do no such thing. Mr. Waith- 
nan, besides being able to perceive 
and to shun.a falling house as well as 
nother, has an old score of reserve 
nd contempt to balance with the 
baronet. They have changed places 
in the race of eleetioneering. “And, 
ecsides, however highly the Baronet 
may think of himself, I inn no judge 
fhoman character, if Mr. Waithman 
oes not fully equal him in conceit. 
t. Waithman will, indeed, soon see, 
wat he cannot stand alone; but, if 
€ must seek support from some other 
rm, it will certainly not be froni that 
the Baronet. Mr. Waithmdn thinks, 
dare say, that the Borough-Bauk and 
rough-Voting’ will last for’ ages 
nd, he is not, be you assured, going | | 
cut himself and: ‘his relations off for 
er from'all chance of emolument aiid 


December $2, 1818: 


honours. 


food 
He is not going te shut 
himself for ever out of the fine, flashy 
double-epauletted and 


for the honour 


gold-laced, 
high-paid “ Regiment”, 
of serving in the Baronet’s beggarly 
platoon, _ Mr. Waithman’s longing is 
of too old a standing and has always 
been too ardent to suffer him to forego 
the hope of gratification so near to his 
lips; and to forego it, too, for the 
honour of being an underling of a 
man, who has se completely lost all 
popularity as to have the shew of hands 
against him atan election. 

Besides all this, there is the real 
diffeulty of knowing what the Baro- 
net means ; what he means to be at, 
This was always difficult enough. We 
were never able to guess at what he 
would do; but, now nobody in the 
whole world can tell what he means 
fo say. He is not for Universal 
Suffrage; that is too indefinite for him, 
He is for General Suffrage. That, he. 
says, is more definile. To expose the 
folly of such stuff is waste of time, I. 
allow ; but, as this distinction is, I 
sée, to be the ground of his quitting 
you, I will examine it a little. Let us 
heat what JoHNSON says about the 
meaning of these two words, Univer- 
sal and General, 

‘ UNIVERSAL.—{univer salis,Lata.] 
“ General; extending to all. if 
GENERAL, a, [general, Frénch.}. 
Public ; comprising the whale. 
“GENERAL. 9, * r 
The whole; the totality. maf ifr 
Each of these words: have been, by, 
different authors, used jn othersenses;: 





that is to say, they°bave each had 
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other, or further, meanings put to 
them ; but, i have here inserted mean- 
ings given to each word by Doctor 
Johnsen himself; and here we see, 
that the very first meaning, which the 
Doctor gives to Universal is expressed 
by the single word General. Then we 
see, that the adjective, General, means 
“ Public; ; comprising the whole”; and 
that the noun, General, means “ The 
hd ' whole ; the totality”. SHAKES- 
PEARE. uses "the word general as 
meaning something less than universal, 
and our hero, in his fondness of sup: 
port drawn from plays, may prefer the 
old bard to all modern authors on 
language. But, my dear Sir, what 
miserable cavilting and shuffling is 
this! ~ There was a perfidious fellow, 
who, having under the most solemn 
written promises of marriage, obtained 
the last favour of a very lovely town':e 
girl of mine, attempted to drew him- 
self off: upon the ground of her. writ- 
ing her name Ann, and not Anne, 
agreeably to her baptismal register | ! 
« Bob Stovel’s Shuffle” serves them, 
to this day, i in the lower part of Surrey, 
asa simile for all that’ ~ false and, piti- 
ful. ‘But, “ Bob's shuffle” did not 
surpass thatof * ‘Westminster’ 8 Pride. . 


To deal with a man like this we must 
constantly be on our Ps and Qs. We 
dare’ not wag an inch without our 
Etymalogicgal Dictionary dnd. our 
Vocabulary of Synony mous, Words. 
Faith!" We are ‘well’ rid of such a 
carper on syllables ard fetters.” 
yses the word general, he says, because 
it i - wre definite than the word uns- 
It is Curious enou h, that the 

g which DocroxR arts gives 

to this word is, “Lax in significa 


*,. 
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“lar import, or meaning.” And, 
this is the word, which is chosen by 
our political critic, ‘* because” says 
he, “itis more definite than univer. 
*€ sal”, which last word is completely 
definite! 

But, as if this were not bad enough, 
something worse was to come in the 
remark, that he wanted “ general suf. 
“frage”, in order to insure “ univer. 
“sal freedom” ! What a jumble! Can 
any thing good, any thing efficient, 
ever come from such a man? Thisis 
what they call their “.virtu. repre. 
sentation”. But, Mr. ‘KINNaIRo, 
when he came to speak, explained for 
SIR FRANCIS ; and a pretty expla 
nation it was. He told the Dinner 
Party, that the suffrage intended wa 
what the Whigs intended in 1793. 
Justthesame! But, little as that was, 
the Whigs do not intend it now! 
Whatwe mean is, that every sane mele 
person, of twenty-one years of age ot 
upwards, not legally disqualified t 
take.an oath on account. of some ct 
miual act, shall have a vote. Mr. 
Hunt, I see, is for admitting men to 
vote at eighizen; and he is right to, 
because, at that age, they are liable to 
be called out by compulsion, to, carly 
arm§, to submit, to military, discipline, 
and to venture their lives, and) fo 
what?. Why, for the. defence of the 
country ? ‘Well, then, shall; they 1# 





Fie || be permitted to vote for those wh? 


make the laws to: affect , their, live! 
Why. shonld they be, thought, old 
nogh to fight in defence of the laws 
f they be too young to vote; in the 
thogsing of those who make.the law?! 
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‘is what we will have. 
q part of our rights that will satisfy usi 
The Baronet may hope, that, by split- 
‘ting us by his shuffle, he will defeat 
us altogether. 
‘vain. Let him enable the Borough- 
: Bank to pay in gold: for, unless ‘he 
can do that, his shuffling will only 
insure him final destruction. . 


“Dinner was truly wretched. ‘The 
critique on Canning’s Speech was a 
thing so unsuited to the greatness of 
the occasion; it was so small after 
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This is what we mean to have, and it 
There is no 


His hopes will prove 


The exhibition at this Saint Pocomo 


such a grand. procession, It was se 


_ manifestly a premeditated go-by to the 
_ expected subject of the Speech; that] 
it must have disgusted the audience. 

And, it appears, that this was'the fact : 
for, though the graud operator finistied 


without any absolute interruption, he 
afterwatds received a pretty sevére 
reproof during the speech of Mr. 


_Hopuouse, who, happeniitg to ‘stum- 


ble upon CANNING, was interrupted, 
and compelled to apologize by saying, 
that he should have thought thé name 
unworthy of being mentioned to them, 


if he bad not had the example of the 


worthy Chairman before him! Mr. 
Hobhouse should» have recollected, 


that itis not every mam that the West- 


minster-Rump Dinner-Party permit to 


| Play the fool with impunity’: and that; 


before he attempted:-to follow the Bato- 


net's example in talking stuff foreign 


ftom the business of the day, he owght 
to have followed his example in drench 
ing the householders and ‘feeing the 
raseally Rump, $3 
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| But, as‘relating to this dinner, the 
‘most interesting fact is, that of your 
jabsence! You never was absent be- 
‘fore from one of these dinners! Your 
| absence made, as Macbeth says, *‘ a 
gap in the feast.” The Baronet, 
‘who bad always had you: ¢lose at his 
eft hand, observed that he ‘‘ did not 
“see his much-valued friend, Major 
‘“ Cartwright present”. Considering 
his rage for theatricals, I wonder he 
lost the occasion of exclaiming, in the 
words ofthe Scotch hypocrite : 





‘ Here had we now our country’s bonour 
| roof'd, 

‘<6 Were the grac’d person of our Cartwright 
| present, 

‘ Whom may we rather challenge for, un- 
| kindness, 

“Than pity for mischance”, 

‘And this he might have said, too, “in 
the full spirit of the original ;. for, if he 
had not caused you, by the daggers of 
marderers, to be sent out of the world, 
he had, by the intrigues of his Rump, 
caused you to be kept out of parlia- 
ment. The Rump, wiren the election 
\begun, ‘did not call you, his “‘ much 
valued friend’; they called Kinnaird 
his much-valued friend ; and, that he 
autliorised them to do this not a man 
living ean doubt. If, as soon as it was 
known, that Lord Cochrane meant to 
retire, your name had been put for- 
ward with that of the Baronet, he 
having declared for universal suffrage, 
Mr. Hunt never world have offered 
himself. 1am sure of that. I know 
it. » But, when Mr, Hunt knew well 
what those infamous’ intriguers would 
be at; and When he saw even you si- 





|leut dpon ‘the ‘subject, he did: pre- 





































359] Letter IX To Mason Cantwrichr. rang 


cisely what he ought todo. I would 
have done just the same thing myself; 
for if you chose to be trodden under 
foot by this contemptible little band 
of bribed jobbers, that was no reason 
that we should. It was this division, 
created solely by the Baronet’s dread 
of you, and, indeed, his hatred of 
your teazing, baiting, goading on to 
action, that emboldeved the Whigs to 
come forward. And, yet, he had the 
meanness to profess friendship for 
you, when he came into the Dining- 
Room ! 

Another curious thing took place 
at this dinner: the toast of “ JEREMY 
“ BENTHAM, EsqQ.. the unanswerable 
«* advocate of the rights of the peo- 
“* ple.” I wender who the Baronet 
and his Ramp will find out neat ! 
What unknown creature they will 
‘bring forth! There is no danger, 
you see, from Mr. Bentham ; no dan- 
ger that he will become the rival, or 
foil,sof the Baronet! It is safe totoast 
and praise him. Little care is taken 
to preserve consistency; for Mr. 
BENTHAM, if he can, with his quaint 
ard unintelligible language and mode 
of stating and of reasoning, be called 
the adgocate of \any thing, is the ad- 
vocate of Unio Suffrage, which 
he would extend/even to women, and 
which, by such extension, he would, 
if he were attended to, render ridicu- 
lous. ‘There is one thing, which 
makes Mr. BgNTHAM a favourite with 
this little band\of feeble and ambitious 
men ; indeed, there are two things; he 
cannot be a rival; and he would, if 
he could, hurt. Mr, Hunt and me. 


He shews his teeth; but he has no; 
dared to bite. He would have done 
it, if he had dared. But, indeed, he 
ran no risk ; for very few, compara. 
tively speaking, buy his book; and 
those who do, never read it half 
through. It is @ carvée to read it, fy 
is not only bombast, but guaint bom. 
bast, and puzzling and tedious be. 
yond mortal endurance. Our excel. 
cellent friend, HuLMB, had the book, 
at Philadelphia, last winter. I took 
it down from the shelf with some ea- 
gerness, and found it was cut open 
bota short distance in. ‘ You won't 
‘read it,” said HULME.  Whyt? 
said I. ** You cannot understand it,” 
replied he ; “er, I, at least, can make 
“neither top nor tail of it.” His 
decision on it was right. The book 
is wholly inefficient. Mr. BENTHAM 
is a democrat in words, and an aris- 
tocrat in feeling. His compliments 
on his half-brother, the late Speaker, 
let us see, at once, what he is, even 
if he did not, as openly as he dares, 
attack me and Mr. Hunt. Even 
this poor, half-crazy man can feel 
envy. He bends all his feeble efforts 
to shew, that it is not Cobbett who 
has produced the cry for Reform! 
Oh! no! That were a shame it 
deed; while Mr. Rerrrsam 19 in bee 
ing! He says, that,:f a Referm wor 
to take place, the poople wovid net 
look up to such men os Hunt of 
Cobbett. Oh! nol That were? 
shame indeed, whie Mr, BunTna# 
is in being! But, who ever, sad, tha 
the people would laok ap to Cobb 
and Hunt? J ho was it shat Led pot 
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‘tham’s head ? 
‘itto him? Why should he have sup- 
posed such a thing possible? What, 
‘then, was it that had filled the mind 
‘of this Antediluvian Lawyer witli 
alarm ? 
fact, that it was I who, more than any 
‘other one man, bad roused the people 
by the pen, and Mr. Ifunt, more than 
‘any other by personal exertion. — It 
owas this fact that had suggésted the 
1 thought, and it was Mr. BENTHAM’S 
‘envy, which had made him give vent 
to the observations, of which I hav- 


| just spoken. 


What had suggested 


Why, Sir, it was this: the 


A very fit and proper 
person, this, to be toasted by the Ba- 


‘ronet and his Rump. An enemy: a 
poor, feeble one, indeed, of Cobbett and 
‘Hunt; but, an enemy. A man with 
“malice enough to attack us; and too 
ifeeble in point of talent to be even a 
possible rival of the employer of Cleary. 


But, since the Baronet and his 


Rump have thougkt proper to toast 


this man as the “‘ unanswerable ad- 


vocate of the people's rights,” it may 
‘not be amiss to give an imstence of 
‘the folly of Mr. Bentham, and to 
shew how easily he may be answered. 
‘The Antediluvian rests‘his assertion 


of the good effects of Universal Suf- 
frage upon the example of the United 
Stats of America; and, in order to 
rai his foundation sure, he roundly 
2eseits, over and over again, that, in 
the Mnited States, the suffrage és uni- 
versal, Now, be was wholly igriorant 
of the real truth; or, he wilfully 
stated a falsehood; for, in the four 


New England States, the right of) 
‘Voting is confined to men worth a] 
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hundred pounds in real, or personsl, 
esiate. No man, not possessing pro- 
perty to this amount, can vote for the 
members of the State Legislature or 
those of the General Legislature, or 
Congress. Besides this, in Virginia, 
none but freekolders have a vote ; 
while it is perfectly notorious, that, 


in several, even of the new States, 


slavery is tolerated, and even sanc- 
tioned and maintained by law. 

Thus, then, this unanswerable ad- 
vocate is answered at once. ‘The 
example of the United States is very 
good to cite as to the effects of light 
faxes aud absence of standing armies. 
But, to cite it as an argument of expe- 
riexce in favour of Universal Suffrage 
is folly, and can be excused only in 
an Anfediluvian. No, no! my dear 
Sir, we have, as [ said in my first ad- 
dress to ‘' the Journeymen and La- 
bourers,” ‘no need to refer to the 
United States, or to any other country. 
Englind needs nothing but English 
talent and English justice to guide 
her. We want no /essons from any 
other people. We know our rights; 
and we have, I trust, talent to state 
them, resolution to recover them, and 
sense to enjoy them. There is, my 
dear Sir, nothing good said by Mr. 
Bentham which you have not said 
before twenty times over and a hun- 
dred times better and-with ten thou- 
sand times as much effect. However, 
let the Baronet and his Rump enjoy 
their new toast: we of the unindem- 
nified Orders shall be coritent with 
you. ' : 
Now, upon a review of all that hes 
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~ transpired just previous to the elec- 
tion; during the election; and at the 
Dinner: upon a review of the whole, 
is it possible for any man, in his 
senses, to believe, that the Baronet 
does not meditate a complete backing | 
out? Seeing this so clearjy as I do, 
I was‘sorry, and very sorry, to per- 
ceive, that you, in your Letter of the 
With of July, still seemed to cling to 
him; and, mere especially, that you 
called him our leader and yourself 
his lieutenant! We have always 
called you our leader; and, for my 
part, Lam compelled to decline plac- 
ing myself under you, if you abase 
yourself below this flimsy and hollow 
piece. of stuff, to affect to look up to 
whom would be hypocrisy to the last 
degree. 

You will excuse me, my dear Sir, 
if 1 speak to you very freely as to 
this matter. [I am, for my part,-bent 
npon the overthrow of the enemies of 
the king and people of England, 
To effect the restoration of the rights 
of our sovereign and of ourselves, 
there must be no longer any shilly- 

shally work with half-enemies. I[ am, 
for my part, resolved to be betrayed no 
more ; to make none of those sacrifices, 
which tend only to give false friends 
the pewer to destroy the effects o! 
pur exertions. And, I think it my 
duty to be very explicit with you upon 
this subject. 

I know, my dear Sir, that in endea- 
vouring still to. hold the Baronet to 
our cause by means of conciljation; 
by separating him from the Rump ; 
and by still speaking of him asa per- 
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son to be relied on and looked up to: 
1 am aware, that, in all this, you ar 


‘actuated by the most pure and gener. 
ous motives, You are actuated solely 
by a desire to promote the success of 
the cause, You are ready to. make 
any sacrifice of self in order to effect 
that object. But, as you have now 
pretty fully experienced, we may do 
un injury to the cause by our personal 
sacrifices. It is the sacrifices made 
‘by you to this wooden god and his 
Rump that have enabled them to keep 
you out of parliament! I have sacri 
ficed greatly to the wooden god tos; 
but, I, for my part, am resolved, not 
‘only to sacrifice to him. no mere, but 
to knock him to pieces, as the mau 
did his wooden god in the fable. I 
will (all insdue course) beat him and 
thump him about, and kick him ap 
and down and to and fro, till the most 
stupid amongst his adorers shall be: 
ashamed of their adoration,. He has 
deserted us; but, in the end, he shall 
get nothing by his desertion, 

It is very right to m@ke a sacrifice 
of our personal interesfs and our per 


tend to favour the cause of our cou 
try; but, not feriher. You have ovet- 
stepped the mark long and long 2g0- 
The cause of the country could, long 
ago, have been served so greatly and 
so effectually, in no. way as by the 
putting of you into parliament; and, 
this would have been done. too, Jong 
ago, if you had not adopted a lint 
ef conduct, which encouraged th 
Baronet and the Rump to intrigue 
for the keeping of you out, Y% 
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“was an intrigue for the bringing in of 
Brougham to the exclusion of Lord 
Cochrane. 


defeated by Mr. Hunt. 


_ “the meeting yesterday.” 
thing; but this observation was not 
' lest upon me. 





365) DECEMBER 12, 1818. ' [366 


w well, Sir, that, ia 1812, there 


That intrigue was then 
In 1814, 
“there was a similar intrigue going on; 
‘which was again defeated by Mr. 


‘Hunt, who told the Rump, that, if 
‘they put forward (in place of Lord 


+Cochrane) any man except Major 


Cartwright, be (Mr. Hunt) would 
“stand the poll against them to the last 
hour, Still theintriguing with Brough- 
‘am went on until late in 1816, and, 
‘indeed, until that busy brawler was 
‘demolished by the gallant Lord in the | 
winter of 1817. 
1816, this brawler was formally in- 
' trolluced at Palace Yard, from which 
Mr. Hunt drove him and his Whig 
crew. Oa the morning after that 
memorable rout, 
| FRancis BURDETT's, and; as. I en- 
tered, the Porter said: “ So, Sir, 


In the early part of 


“ that violent man, Mr. Hunt; spoiled 
I said no- 


Such a man as John, 
the Porter, would not have. said this, 
unless he had heard it said before. 
The history of the toast, at the next 
May-Dinner has. been fully. given be- 


fore. But, in' short, you know well, 


that this vile intrigue was going on-all 
‘this while in the. Rump: and you 
must now be convinced, that the 
Baronet was a party.to it, from the 
beginning to, the end. 

If you, Sir, at the first discovery of 


these intrigues, had shown the Rump,, 
that, - knowing your place, you. were 


I called at Sir] 


resolved to have. it; or, at least, to 
make your appeal from the Rump to 
the people, you would have been in 
parliament long ago; or, at the very 
least, now. But, by constantly leav- 
ing yourse/f out of the question ; by 
constantly waiting for others to put 
you. forward, you have constantly 
been kept back. And, my dear Sir, 
you aie, it appears to me, even now 
playing into the hands of the Baronet 
and the Rump by calling yourself his 
lieutenant, and thus taking your 
place under him. 
worse even than your own exclusion 
will now come from continuing in this 
line of conduct. If you are still to 
be looked upon as being under him; 
if you are to be still a follower of 
him; none of the real Reformers will 
follow you. 

What has passed gives mea fair 
title to speak thus plainly. Not only 
have I now (I mean, since I have been 
absent from England) predicted pre- 
cisely what has been verified, with 
regard to the conduct of the Baronet 
and the Rump; but, it is now nearly 
six years since I-endcavoured to con- 
vince you of the existence of the 


But, something 


band of knaves. In 1815 Mr, Hunt 
‘and myself took infinite pains to 
persuade you, that they were intri- 
guing for your exclusion. We he- 
sought you to assume your proper 


place, and not to.submit to their inso- 
lence any longer. We offered to ex- 
se them, and to give them their 
olitical death. Nothing was so easy ¢ 





| re had all the means in our power. 


intrigues of this contemptible little. , 
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But, we could not obtain your consent ! 
You still thought them honest. And 
our great respect for you induced us 
to give up the enterprize, though we 
were convinced, that, in the end, we 
should have reason to be sorry for 
not proceeding even against your 
wishes. 3 | 
Now, at last, you have been com- 
pelled to assail these wretclied ver- 
min yourself, and under your own 
pame! But, the attack on them 
comes too Jate to prevent great mis- 
chiefy. They have done that mischief. 
They and their envious prompter, 
whose tools, indeed, they are, have 
contrived to shut you out of Parlia- 
ment; and, perhaps, we may now 
have the mortification never to see 
This is a thing not to be 
forgiven. In any case, whether in 
that of a prolongation, or of a speeds 
destruction, of the tyranny of the 
Borough-villains; in any case, to have 
had you in parliament was of the ut- 
most importance. I endeavoured to 
convince the exeerable Rump of this, 
years ago. But, I always saw them 
resolved to keep you out if possible. 
You woald -have led the usurpers a 
life that they would have been weary 
of. They would not have been able 
to stifle your voice. They would 
have found you young enough to 
throw them all into confusion. Their 
harmony and tranquillity would have 
been disturbed. And, if the day of 
Justice had arrived, there you would 
have been ready for us to rally round 
in defence of the king aed people's 
rights, This would have been -ef 


you there. 
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ee ae 
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vast utility. However, even now jt 
is not too late to guard -against the 
future machinations of the Baronet 
and his Rump. But, Sir, if you will | 
persist in separating the Barony 
from them ; if you will still hold this 
double-dealer up as a man for the 
people to trust in, the soutd part of 


|the people mist’ and’ will place their 


confidence elsewhere. Tiiey will rea. 
dily venture their lives with you ; but 
with you, with the Baronet on your 
shoulders, they will have nothing to 
do. * Of the truth of ‘this, Sir, you 
may be assured ; and, in a short time, 
you will find it true, ‘inspite ‘of all 
the arts that may be made use of to 
disguise the fact from you. There is 
not a man in the whole kingdom, who 
does not clearly ‘see, that you have 
been excluded: by the wishes of the 
Baronet. If you’ do not see it, you 
are ‘the only man who does not sée it. 
And, it will be, it must be, supposed 
by the Reformers, that you do see 
it; and, therefore, if they see you 
still sticking to this hollow man, they 
cannot, and they will not, admire and 
love you as’ they have done so long, 
and still do. rie 

Was there ever any thing so- impu- 
dent and so base as to represent, 28 
Cleary and others did, Mr. HuNT 
as haying started in opposition to | 
YOU! When he offered himself,” 
you had not been mentioned. He knew 
very well, as he had knowh for years, 
that the main object of the Baronet 
and bis Rump was to shut you out,.2and 
to put in some’ creature, ‘some! real 
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_ you long before ? 
; Baronet and his Rump meant to have 
"none of you, and yet uot a word did 
_ they say for you, unlgl they saw Mr. 
| Hunt in the field! (is very curious 
| to observe, that these parties (who 





' affected to put you forward) when they 
) found that there was no hope of play- 
ing you off with effect against Mr. 
» Hunt, filed of immediately into the 
| ranks of the double-dealer! 


ly, and almost up to that moment, 
form, and who had been’ the head of 
» and who had effected that, though 


they had not effected the less important 
“object of getting in Kinnaird ! 
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Junt to doe, in such a case, and espe- 
‘ially as the Barenet had not then 
; wisted about to Universal Suffrage ? 
Mr. Hunttodo? Was he 
Was he to stand 


i hat we 
do nothing - 


Sith his arms folded, and see the in- 


trigue goon? Was he to wait till 


Was he, when a little under-plot had 
rmade use of your nanie, manifestly to 
Pthwart him, to sneak away before this 
‘second set of little intriguers? 1 
any of these partigs had been sincere 
»as to their wishes for putting you into 
patliament, why did they not name 
They knew that the 


Aye! 
into the ranks of him, who had recent- 


heen an advocate for middling Re- 


4 set of vile intriguers, whose prin- 
cipal object had been-to keep you out ; 


‘Yes, 
Sir, your pretended friends fell im- 
mediately into the ranks of this your 
greatest enemy; even into the ranks: 
cf the candidate of that Rump; whom 
you were, at that very moment, : wril- 
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. There was notone of these pretended 
friends of yours, who did not well 
know, that it was the Baronet and the 
Rump who had kept you out. They 


‘Kinoaird was seated, before be spoke? 


knew well, that, if the Baronet had 
not set his Rump to iatrigue for 
Kinnaird, you would have had no 
opposition. They knew, that it was 
this villanous intrigue, which had 
been foretold so explicitly by me, that 
had wholly defeated the cause of 
Reform in Westminster. They knew, 
that this defeat was the work of the 
envious Baronet. They clearly saw 
this: They could not but see it. 
And yet (Oh! zealous friends of 
yours!), they joined the creatures of 
this same Baronet; they ranked them- 
selves amongst his tools; and they 
became the organs of his cowardly 
calumny on Mr. Hunt! Aye, on that 
very man, who had, for vears, been 
labouring to defeat the intrigues, which 
this Rump had been carrying on, 
uuder the wing of the Baronet, to keep 
you out of parliament! That very 
| Mr. Hunt, who, on two ‘occasions, 
‘had declared to the Rump, that he 
would go and oppose any man that 
should be put up in preference to 
YOU! 

But, Sir, it is impossible, that you 
can have approved of the conduct of 
these persons, and especially of that 
of the little reptile, Cleary. ‘They 
knew, that, by means of news-paper 
reporters and others connected with 
the press, they could spread abroad, 
all over the world, falsehoods with 
regard to Mr. Hunt, which it was next 





ing (o expose and demolish ! 
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means of contradicting; for, though 
the base daily press was hostile to 
them, it was still more hostile to him. 
They knew, that the baseness of their 
own enemies would favour their 
attacks on him, They saw him, 
through, this combination, totally desti- 
tute of the means of self-deferfce; and 
so seeing him, they valiantly fell upon 
iim, tooth and nail. So savage an 
attack was mever made before in this 
world! The whole of the conduct of 
this group, pretending to be your 
friends, was unnatural and base; but, 
there were particular parts of it more 
strikingly odious and detestable, Of 
these, however, I must speak in my 
next; for, we have now time to dis- 
cuss the whole of this matter; and 
discuss it we must, in order te be 
well prepared with-a thorough know- 
ledge of the characters of men against 
the time, when the people will have 
ay opportunity of doing somethiag 
eflicient in their. own cause as well as 
in that of their lawful sovereign. . 
In the mean while, 1 remain, 
my dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend, 
And most obedient servant, 
Wn. CeBBeETT. 





To 
HENRY Hunt, Esq. 


LETTER IX. 
North Hampstead, Long Island, 
17, Sep. 1818. 

My Dear Honrt, 

Thave English news-papers to the 
5th, and your letter to the 6th, of 
August last. Very quick! We are 
very near together! The line of com- 
munication between Long island and 
Old Engiand is easier by far than that 
between Long Island and our friend 
Birkbeck’s Colony, and the interests 
of the latter appear to be less united 
than those.of the former. There is a 
line of merchant vessels between New 
York and Liverpool, One vessel sails 
_ from New York on the 10th of every 
month, and one from Liverpool on the 
Ast of every month, with as much re- 
gularity as our English stage-coaches 
start, 
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Long before now, you will hay 


seen, that U did not need any letter 
‘from. you to convince me, that the 





most infamous of all foul play hag 
been practised against you by th 
Baronet and his hired band of ruftians 
and byppcrites. You will see, bya 
letter from me to the Editer of the 
New York Evening Post, that I Jos, 
no time in vindicating you on this 
side of the water. I have. inserted 
that same letter in a . Register, sent 
home; but, I thought it might please 
you to possess a copy of the American 
news-paper, in which it was originally 
published ; and, therefore, I have sent 
youacopy. The infamous lie of the 
CouRikR, that I had been fined here 
“for writing against the American 
‘* Government,” was one of the worst 
of the deeds of the Borough-villains ; 
and, the exposure of the lie here has, as 
you may imagife, produced a wonder- 
ful effect on the opinions of the people 
with. regard to the Borough-press. 
People in this country could not be- 
lieve, before, that any thing so infa- 
mous existed in the world. Perhaps ~ 
the Borough-villains never received a 
heavier blow, in point of reputation, 
than that which the exposure of this 
trait of villainy has given them. All 
men here now say, that that accursed 
tyranny must be put an end to; for, 
that it i3 the disgrace as well as the 
scourge of the world. 

I hear and attend to all you say 


about my return home. The same 


degree of earnest exhortation comes 
to me from other quarters. I have 
well weighed the matter; and, you 
may be assured, that no circumstance, 
whether of advantage, or of disad- 
vantage, has escaped me. I should 
be in no personal dan { am well 
aware of that. But, at present, for, 
at least, some months to come, I am of 
pote that I can, by remaining here, 

o that which will, in the end, more 
Pectually serve the cause, than any 
thing I could, for some menths 0 
come, do in England. bi Ae 
taken up in going is so ‘short, ‘the fa 
cility so perfect, and “I shall always 
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be Jd myself in so complete a state of 


adiness, that, whenever movement 
p judicious, it will take place with- 
t much delay. I see the strong 
obability of a censorship on the 
tess being adopted. The villains’ 
beers itch at it, and have itched a 


ing time, They, at any rate, may 


obably adopt it; aud, in that case, 


shall be compelled to resort to 
and ultrameans. Ii short, the 
fesent state of things is one big with 
wents. Something is about to take 
face. Things are about to assume 
new aspect of some sort. Let us See 


Bhat that is before we make another 


fove against them openly ; or, at 
st, before we put ourselves more 
utof the way of doing the villains 
irm than we now are. Let us watch 
em; and be ready for action, when 


he time comes for rescuing our king 


nd country from the hands of the 


trocious miscreants, who have usur- 


ed the rights of both. 


| I have always thought, that a cen- 
orship would be resorted to, and I 
hink so still. 
Well what to do! 


Then [ know 
| Then there is 
nly one thing todo; aud, it shall be 
Packed Juries are the same 
hing under another name. However, 
t us see what the usurpers will do, 


That pretty fellow, the Botley Par- 


Let it. 


pn, has I see, been addressing tye 


ublic relative to me, through that 
ile paper, the Times. I will, in a 


hort time, give the Americans as well 


§ our own Countrymen a view of the 
launers and morals of an English 
"arson, drawn from real life. 
verend reviler expected to get 


another living by abusing me, he was 


eceived ; for, though well disposed to 
®,me mischief, he is foo great a 
lockhead. i 

A gentleman, who is now bere, and 


Who saw you; and talked with you 
n the hustings at Covent Garden, 
‘ougat me the message that you sent 


y him, He told me all about the 
horse-whipping” and the “ chal- 
nge;” and he was full of his, praises 
f your fortitude and resolution, and 


If thes 
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not less full of indignation at the 
baseness of the Baronet. The chal- 
lenge of the litle, contemptible rep- 
tile, CLEARY, was, however, the 
thing which had most offended him. 
He had seen this creafure the mere 
cat’s-paw of the Baronet; be had 
seen him stuck up upon the white 
charger; but he did not, till he saw 
me here, know the political history of 
this CLEARY; this challenger of 
you; this would-have-been hangman 
of the unfortunate resisters in Der- 
byshire! Worthy agent of the Baro- 
net ! 

I have laughed, and we have all 
laughed, niest heartily, at the Baro- 
net’s gout; that convenient gout! 
You remember the election of Pops 
Sixtus THE Firra’t He was so 
weak and so much of a cripple, that 
he was obliged to walk upon two 
sticks, and could hardly take a step 
without stopping to cough. The 
powerful Cardinals, divided into two 
factions, chose him, each hoping, that, 
at his speedily approaching death, 
it would succeed, and eachhoping to 
rule, in the meanwhile, in his name. 
The seemingly dying cripple was 
handed along to the hustings of the 


1Conclave; but, when the 7@ Dewm 


was beguao, which is the signal of the 
coufirmation of the election, up start- 
ed Sixtus, bolt upright as a grena- 
dier, flinging away his crutches, and 
joining in the Te Deum with a voice of 
thunder! “ A miracle,” said’ he, 
“the Lord has wrouglit; aud ‘blessed 
“ he his name for the powers le has 
‘“wiven me to wield, with Own 
“ hands, the sceptre that he has pla- 
“ced in them.” Thus, you ‘see, my 
dear Hunt, that, if other miracles 
have ceased, those produced by élec- 
tions are still in vogue ! 

[ have no more time left. My kind 
remembrances to all belonging to you; 
take care of your lrealth, and believe 
me always to refiain, 


Your faithful friend, « 
And most o!-edient servant, 
~ Wo. Coppetr. 
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Post Seript. The Courier of 
the Lith of June it was, which con- 
tained these memorable words: 
**CospetTtT has lately been fined 
** 700 dollars for writing against the 
American Government.” This in- 
famous act is only one added to thou- 
sands of others; but, it was calcu- 
lated to do infinite mischief to me, 
both publickly and privately.- You 
know, that it is wholly faise; that 
there is not _a shadow of foundation 
for the falsehood. I have never, in 
my life, been prosecuted in any shape 
for writing against any government iu 
America; and, since | have been here 
now, I have had to receive nothing 
but applause and thanks for my writ- 
ings. But, my friend, what a com- 
pliment it is to us to be assailed by 
such men, and with such weapons ! 
I should think that such men as Stew- 
art and Walter must, at times, have 
horrible fears! ‘They must see, that 
things cannet always go on thus ; and 
yet, it is hardly possible that any 
change should take place without 
their being brought to answer for 
these deeds. If the Borough-press 
can say things like this, why should 
we believe any thing that it states 
about the revenue, or any thing else ? 

Do you remember, that, when you 
and I were once walking across Berke- 
ley Sqyuare,'we saW a thin, sharp-faced 
gentleman, on horseback, talking to 
Mr. MONTAGUE BURGOYNE, who 
was in his curricle, and that E said to 
you: “There's as tricky a blade as 
“(this tricky part of the town con- 
** tains : there's a blade, that will go 
“as far to get a place as any hero 
“‘that I know: a monstrously keen 
‘fellow: eager and hungry as a 
“shark.” “ Who is he?” said you. 
“Why,” said [, ‘ that is the talking 
“and busy Sir Rebert Wilson.” Do 
you remember all this? Well, mark 
me, then: if you do not find him 
siding alteruasily with all the factions, 


ee 


Lerrer 1X vo Henry Hiont, Esq. 
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uutil he smells out, which is likely , 
get, or keep, the power of 8 Ving 
places, write me down for an as. 
say that I know nothing of mankind 
[ufisitely better were it to remy 
under the old bloated porpoises 
Borough-tyrants than to fall into th 
devouring jaws of sharks like thi, 
Wilson will vote with the Whigs 
thinking that they wiJl be in plac. 
Aud St, Pocomo will very soon do th, 
same. Mot for a place, like Wil 
and Waithman; but for imaginay 
safety against us Bianketteers. 
The nation is fast moulding itself 
into, two very distinct bodies; thi 
is to say, the oppressors and the 9. 
pressed ; or, the bank note party an/ 
the guinea party. The Borougi. 
villains are, in fact, supported by al 
those who talk of moderate principle,, 
as much as they are by the tax-gather. 
ers themselves and the tax-eaters, | 
is utterly in vain to seek to conver 
meu who acknowledge the infamyol 
the Berough-villains, tut Awlipy 4 
you, in the same breath, that they dis 
like any thing tending to convalsion; 
that is to say, that they dislike an 
thing and every thing, which is calcu- 
lated to rexnove the infamy. Thess: 
hundred men, who voted for Brougl 
am, in Westmoreland, are just as ho 
tile to all practical reformation asareile 
Borough-villains themselves. ‘These 
men voted for Brougham, with the hope 
of preventing the mass of the people 
Jrom ebtaining their rights; aye, and 
the same motive (where there was }° 
bribery) ‘actuated those who voted 
for Romilly and St.|Pocomo, Thes 
two brave champions of freedom my 
have deceived some few by their pro 
fessions about Reform ; but they mea 
to have no Reform, and that the nation 
will soon see. 
I'am very much pleased with th 
conduct of the Cotton-Spinners 
Manchester; but this niust be. te 
subject of my next Register. 
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